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The City of South San Francisco is a general law city within the state of California and 
has a population approximately 66,000.  It has a well diversified population base and a 
vibrant business and light industrial climate.  With the influx of many of the worlds best 
biotechnology firms South San Francisco has become the biotech capital of the world.  It 
has transformed itself from a strong heavy industrial based community to one of mixed 
uses and modern technologies and discovery.    
 

 
The proposed costs for the Construction of the station within South San Francisco is in 
Excess of $51 million.  The San Mateo County Joint Powers Board  (JPB) is the lead 
agency responsible to build the station.  South San Francisco is desirous of allowing for 
improved access between both its historic downtown and the newer biotech businesses.  
To accomplish this, a pedestrian tunnel must be constructed at the city’s cost.  The city 
must expend $5,500,000 of its own funds to make this dream a reality.  The cost is 
broken down in this fashion. 
 
Cost to purchase necessary land   $1.5  million 
Cost to perform environmental cleanup  $  .5  million 
Cost to lease State owned air space (25yrs)  $  .5  million 
Cost to purchase private land     $  .5  million 
Cost of tunnel and plazas construction  $ 2.5 million 
Total estimated cost     $ 5.5 million 
 

Located at State highway 101 and East Grand Ave. in South San Francisco a new 
platform station stop will be constructed by the JPB. Access to the area is limited and the 
City’s project consists of purchasing land and building an entrance plaza on both sides of 
the tracks with a connecting tunnel to allow access to both the platform and portions of 
the city, old and new.  Not only does the project allow for commuting but also allows for 
various forms of shuttle services to be effective with our downtown district and opens up 
possibilities for addition transit oriented developments.  Funding will assist the otherwise 
cash strapped City make the land acquisitions and build the improvements necessary to 
truly connect South San Francisco with this vital transportation source. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The availability to provide a stronger link to business for its employee base is a major 
step forward for the City to realize its General Plan goals to improve transportation 
efficiencies, reduce vehicle trips, reduce traffic related problem in general, and allow 
businesses to reduce the use of their land for parking purposes.  Once constructed the 
City will maintain the facility with its own workforce.  Lighting, drainage pumps, general 
maintenance, electrical work, and janitorial duties will all be performed by the City.  
Given local funding sources the City can absorb these tasks within its current work 
structure and tax base. 

 
 
 

The projects significance is to provide the connection between downtown, the industrial, 
east side of town, and residents and employees to a multimodal transportation hub.  
Although South San Francisco has had a local train stop it has been difficult to access for 
all would be commuters. 
 

lthough difficult to estimate based on residency of all, we estimate that this project will 

ed at 

lthough we currently do not have letters of support to submit we without doubt have 
 

o funds have yet been received.  State and federal funds are being used by the JPB, 
however, none are set aside for the City. 

 
A
provide a benefit to all citizens and all who are employed within the City with in total is 
110,000.  It will also benefit others who will be employed during its construction 
estimated at 250 and those who are not residents or employees, but visitors estimat
10,000 per year. 
 

 
A
support of the community, its leaders, the chamber of commerce, local, County, region,
and state wide politicians and will gladly produce such letters. 
 

Currently the City is providing all of the necessary funds although we hope to possibly 
gather stimulus or any other source of funding available. 
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SSf Downtown Strategy plan  |  caltrain plaza concept plan

Metal, concrete or stucco frame:  
“Green Screen” landscape wall.  Existing trees to 
be removed.

Metal benches to 
match Grand Avenue 
Streetscape

Trees to shield storage 
yard under bridge

8’ metal bar fence

Clock

Trees

18” high concrete 
seating wall

Landscape buffer

Concrete walk with brick 
striping to match Grand 
Avenue Streetscape

Stone or similar “portal” 
gateway to tunnel

Well-lit tunnel with 
precast panel art 
display

Landscaping buffer

Brick pavers with concrete 
striping to match (inversely) 
Grand Avenue Streetscape

Central planter with iconic 
planting (palm, oak, etc.) 
and 18” high seating wall

Trash/Recycling receptacle to
match Grand Avenue Streetscape

Lighting mounted to “Green Screen” 
landscape wall

Streetlamps to match Grand Avenue 
Streetscape

Caltrain and “Welcome to
South San Francisco” gateway sign to 
match Grand Avenue Streetscape

Brick crosswalk to match 
Grand Avenue Streetscape

Future mixed-use commercial / 
retail / office / parking use to face 
new plaza with storefront glazing



South San franciSco, ca  |  Sept. 16, 2008  |  city of South San franciSco

SSf Downtown Strategy plan  |  caltrain plaza - view looking SoutheaSt from granD avenue
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